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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-11 NEAE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 

INRE-00 SAM-01 SAB-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

ACDA-10 mi w 

076181 

O 061237Z APR 76 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7123 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

USMISSION USUN 

USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 2071 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: APRIL 6 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORTING ON LEBANON 

1 . MORNING SYRIAN BROADCAST ANNOUNCED (A) INTENSIFIED 
EFFORTS TO RESTORE LEBANESE SECURITY AND REACH POLI- 
TICAL SETTLEMENT, (B) ARRANGEMENTS BY SPEAKER KAMAL 
AS'AD TO FIND SUITABLE PLACE FOR PARLIAMENT TO MEET 
AND AMEND CONSTITUTION AND ELECT NEW PRESIDENT, AND 
(C) SATISFACTION AMONG LEBANESE AND ARAB CIRCLES WITH 
SYRIAN INITIATIVE. 

2. AL-BAATH HEADLINED: "OFFICIAL AND POPULAR 
LEBANESE AND ARAB CIRCLES WELCOME SYRIAN INITIATIVE. 
SHATILA AFTER MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ASAD - 
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"PRESIDENT ASAD CONFIDENT IN VICTORY OF LEBANESE 
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PEOPLE OVER THEIG ORDEAL. HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR SYRIA 
IT WOULD NOT MAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO VREVENT PARTI 
TION. DOUBT FORWARD SYRIA MEANS SIDING WITH THE 
IMPERIALIST CONSPIRACY. ARTICLE REPORTED THAT 
YESTERDAY S SCHEDULED MEETING OF PARLIAMENT 
POSTPONED INDEFINITELY DUE TO LACK OF AGREEMENT 
AMONG DEPUTIES ON SECURITX PRECAUTIONS. SPEAKER 
AS ’AD MAY CALL MEETING IN BEIRUT VILLA. PRESS 
HIGHLIGHTED STATEMENTS BY SHATILA PRAISING SYRIAN 
INITIATIVE AND DENIGRATING INDIRECTLY JUMBLATT'S 
MOTIVATIONS AND PROGRESSIVE CREDENTIALS. SHATILA 
COMMENTED THAT LEBANESE NASSERITES "DEPLORE ABOR 
TIVE PLOTS AGAINST SYRIAN INITIATIVE BECAUSE 
RESISTING SYRIAN INITIATIVE UNDER ANY SLOGAN SERVES 
PARTITION SCMEME AND PAVES WAY FOR INTERNATIONALI- 
ZATION AND SUSPICIOUS AMERICAN INITIATIVE. CASTING 
DOUBT ON SYRIA ORIGINATES FROM ISRAEL, SOME REGIONAL 
AIR FORCES, AND TRIBAL ISOLATIONISTS IN LEBANON. 

WE HAVE APTED FOR SYRIAN INITIATIVE. IT IS 
REGRETTABLE THAT OTHERS HAVE CHOSEN FOREIGN INITIA- 
TIVES INCLUDING AMERICAN INITIATIVE AND STILL CLAIM 
FOR THEMSELVES AFFILIATION WITH NATIONALIST MOVEMENT." 

3. MEDIA REPORTED IORDANIAN SUPPORT FOR SYRIAN 
INITIATIVE IN CONTACTS WITH ARAB LEAGUE. KUWAITI DIS- 
SATISFACTION WITH "SUSPICIOUS ATTEMPTS BY EGYPTIAN 
REGIME TO OBSTRUCT HONEST SYRIAN EFFORTS IN LEBANON" 
CITED BY PRESS. PRESS NOTED STATEMENT BY PHALANGIST 
DEPUTY EDMOND RIZQ AFTER HIS MEETING WITH POPE 
THAT PAPACY SUPPORTS SYRIAN INITIATIVE IN LEBANON. 

PRESS ALSO REPORTED SYG WALDHEIM'S PRAISE FOR SYRIAN 
MEDIATION. 

4. BAATH PARTY DEPSECGEN AHMAR TOLD GRADUATES OF 
BAATMIST CADRE SCHOOL THAT "BLOODY EVENTS IN LEBANON 
PART OF AMERICAN-ZIONIST SCHEME IN AREA TO DESTROY 
PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION AND DISTRACT SYRIA FROM 
DUTY TOWARD NATIONAL CAUSE. SYRIAN INITIATIVE AIMS 

AT END FIGHTING, SAFEGUARDING LEBANESE UNITY AND 
MAINTAINING LEBANONS ARABISM." 
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4. AL-THAWARH COMMENTED THAT SOME FORCES IN LEBANON 
HAVE WORKED TO CONTINUE CRISIS IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE 
PERSONAL BENEFITS AT EXPENSE OF NATIONAL INTEREST. 
TISHRIIN EDITORIALIZED THAT, "SOME FORCES HAVE FOR- 
GOTTEN IMPERIALISM AND ZIONISM AND HAVE FORGOTTEN 
THAT THEY LEFT SOUTHERN BORDERS OPEN TO ISRAELIO 
ARMY. THEY HAVE FORGOTTEN SINAI AGREEMENT AND 
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INSTEAD DIRECT THEIR ARROWS AT SYRIA, WHICH RESISTS 
IMPERIALISM AND ZIONIST PLOTS, AND WHICH IS 
TRYING TO ASSEMBLE FORCES FOR BATTLE OF LIBERATION 
AND RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN PEOVLE." 

5. COMMENT: TISHRIIN EDITORIAL PLAINTIVELY SEEKING 
TO REMIND ARAB AUDIENCE THAT FOCUS ON TRADITIONAL 
ISSUES OF REGAINING OCCUPIED TERRITORY AND 
SECURING VALESTINIAN RIGHTS HAS BEEN SERIOUSLY UNDER- 
MINED BX CRISIS IN LEBANON WHICH IS NOW OPEN TO 
THREAT OF ISRAELI ACTION ACROSS ITS SOUTHERN BORDER. 
CRITICISM OF AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN LEBANESE CRISIS 
BECOMING MORE EXPLICIT. 

MURPHY 
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